
13.1 Measuring the Solar System  Name __________________________ 
Past Paper Questions 
 

• Describe and explain the use of radar-type measurements to determine distances within the solar system; 
how distance is measured and defined in units of time, assuming the relativistic principle of the invariance of 
the speed of light. 

• Describe and explain the measurement of relative velocities by radar observation. 

• Make appropriate use of, by sketching and interpreting: logarithmic scales of magnitudes of quantities: 
distance, size, mass, energy, power, brightness. 

• Make calculations and estimates of distances and relative velocities from radar type measurements. 
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